In this study, we developed 20 polymorphic microsatellite markers for the Korean black scraper, Thamnaconus modestus (Günther, 1877), Monacanthidae, and used them to compare allelic variation between wild and hatchery populations in Korea. All loci were readily amplified and demonstrated allelic variability, with the number of alleles ranging from 5-35 in the wild population and 5-22 in the farmed population. The average observed and expected heterozygosities were estimated, respectively, as 0.74 and 0.80 in the hatchery samples and 0.78 and 0.81 in the wild ones. These results indicate lower genetic variability in the hatchery population than in the wild population and minor, but significant, genetic differentiation between the two populations (F ST = 0.005, P < 0.01). Additionally, cross-amplification was tested in another monacanthid species, Stephanolepis cirrhifer; many loci were found that yielded useful information. The high degree of polymorphism exhibited by the 20 microsatellites will be useful in future aquaculture and population genetic studies for developing conservation and management plans.
Introduction
The black scraper, Thamnaconus modestus (Günther 1877), Monacanthidae, is a tropical oceanodromous fish found in the Indo-West Pacific Ocean, from the Korean Peninsula, Japan, and China Sea to East Africa. It inhabits coastal waters, feeding primarily on plankton and benthic organisms and is cultured commercially in Japan and Korea [1] . In Korea, total catches of ~230,000 tons of black scraper were harvested annually until 1990, since when the commercial catch has declined continuously. While the causes of the decline are unknown, habitat loss from coastal development and overfishing may have contributed. The catch decline and increased consumption have increased interest in black scraper artificial breeding practices and genetic studies for a sustainable fishery. Understanding genetic structure patterns is increasingly important for developing effective fishery conservation strategies, management, and remediation efforts. Understanding genetic divergence and diversity is important in black scraper aquaculture for selective breeding.
Using molecular and biotechnological tools, the genetic background of black scraper populations can be understood. Microsatellite (MS) DNA markers are useful in population genetics studies and stock evaluations; they are powerful tools for assessing genetic diversity in fishes and the typically high number of alleles at these loci could make them particularly sensitive to detecting inbreeding in aquaculture populations [2] [3] [4] . Many MS markers must be developed and screened to identify a collection of loci that provide efficient population genetics analyses. Despite the high commercial interest in Korean black scraper, no specific MS marker has yet been characterized. Furthermore, no reported study has examined their genetic variability or population structure.
In this study, we developed 20 novel polymorphic MS primer sets from an enriched T. modestus DNA library to support future genetic studies and examined differences in the genetic variability at these loci between wild and hatchery populations. Additionally, the applicability of these markers in another monacanthid species was evaluated via cross-species amplification.
Results and Discussion

Microsatellite Loci Isolation
In total, >500 white colonies were obtained from transformation with the Korean black scraper (CA) n -enriched genomic DNA library. Of these, each small portion of about 300 colonies was tested for a repeat-containing insert using PCR. Sequencing the inserts from 150 insert-containing colonies revealed 71 loci containing microsatellite arrays with a minimum of five repeats, corresponding to an enrichment efficiency of 47.3%. These were primarily 2-bp repeat motifs, some of which were combined with other 2-bp repeat motifs. The primers were designed and tested for 55 loci that exhibited adequately long and unique sequence regions flanking the microsatellite array. Of these, only 20 primer sets, 36.4%, successfully yielded variable specific PCR products: KTm138, KTm141, KTm151, KTm25, KTm220, KTm222, KTm223, KTm234, KTm246, KTm252, KTm254, KTm255, KTm261, KTm268, KTm271, KTm274, KTm279, KTm283, KTm286, and KTm292. The remaining 35 primer sets (63.6%) gave either inconsistent or no PCR products, despite adjusting the dNTP concentrations and using an annealing temperature gradient. The primer sequences, repeat motifs, annealing temperatures, fluorescent labels, and GenBank accession numbers for the 20 new microsatellite loci are summarized in Table 1 . Ta is the optimal annealing temperature.
Traditionally, MS DNA loci isolation has relied on screening genomic libraries using repetitive probes and sequencing positive clones to develop locus-specific primers. This method is tedious, but can acquire numerous MS DNA loci. Magnetic-bead-based enrichment is a common method for constructing MS-enriched libraries. The types and ratios of biotin-labeled probes and the positive clone selection strategy can affect cloning success and enrichment efficiency. In this study, we created MS libraries enriched for CA repeat sequences using the protocol of Hamilton et al. [5] and modifications described by Gardner et al. [6] and Carleton et al. [7] . Of the positive clones obtained, about 47.3% (71/150) contained MS repeats; less than in rockfish at 50% [8] , flounder at 74% [9] , and tilapia at 96% [7] , but higher than in Japanese Spanish mackerel at 34% [10] . The enrichment efficiency differences probably resulted from using various biotin-labeled oligonucleotide probes and the proper ratio rather than different absolute numbers of repeats in each genome.
Genetic Characterization
Understanding the genetic diversity of black scraper populations is vital for stock abundance recovery and planning sustainable fishery management. Microsatellite DNA loci are expected to be invaluable because their highly polymorphic characteristics have great potential as genetic tags. Thus, we identified and characterized the first reported set of microsatellite markers for the Korean black scraper T. modestus.
Samples of 60 wild and 30 hatchery-bred T. modestus collected from Geoje, Korea, were screened for variation at the 20 new polymorphic MS loci. The 20 primer sets yielded variable profiles. Reruns were conducted for 40% of all individuals to ensure allele scoring reproducibility.
The MICRO-CHECKER analysis revealed that some loci could have been influenced by one or more null alleles in both the wild and hatchery samples; our data demonstrated that loci KTm151, KTm25, and KTm271 in the farmed samples and loci KTm271 and KTm286 in the wild population were affected. The locus KTm271 appeared to be influenced by null alleles in both the wild and hatchery samples, indicating that it could be problematic for population genetic analyses that assume Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium. Thus, global multilocus F ST values were estimated with and without this locus. For KTm151, KTm25, and KTm286, different factors indicated that these loci were affected by null alleles in only one sample; thus, they were included in further analyses.
No genotyping errors from allele dropouts or stuttering affected the allele scoring. Samples that failed to amplify after the rerun were not included, making it unlikely that poor DNA quality affected the results.
In total, 295 alleles were observed in the 20 loci; the number of alleles per locus varied from 4 at KTm271 to 35 at KTm246 ( Table 2 ). The overall allelic richness varied from 4 to 28.13 ( Table 2 ). The wild population had more alleles and greater allelic richness than did the hatchery-bred population, although the difference was not statistically significant (P > 0.05). The observed heterozygosity ranged from 0.100 at KTm25 to 0.967 at KTm222, KTm223, KTm246, KTm252, and KTm254, whereas the expected heterozygosity varied from 0.160 at KTm25 to 0.968 at KTm246 (Table 2 ). In this study, high genetic diversity (mean heterozygosity =0.81; mean allelic number =10.53) was detected in the wild population, slightly higher than reported in most other marine fishes [11] . Although the genetic diversity of T. modestus is relatively high, populations are probably declining. Thus, the genetic diversity of T. modestus should be protected. The inbreeding coefficients (F IS ) varied among markers, from -0.250 at KTm141 to 0.381 at KTm25 in the hatchery samples and from −0.194 at KTm254 to 0.335 at KTm271 in the wild samples. The wild population had more unique alleles and a higher frequency of the most common allele than the hatchery population (Table 2 ). Significant departures from HWE after the Bonferroni correction (P < 0.003) were found at two loci, KTm271 and KTm286, in the wild population, indicating that deviations from HWE were due to heterozygote deficiency. Significant heterozygote deficiency has previously been reported in other marine fishes [12, 13] . The presence of null alleles is a locus-dependent effect found frequently at MS DNA loci. Null alleles most likely cause heterozygote deficiency in HWE tests [14] . The MICRO-CHECKER analysis in this study revealed null alleles at KTm271, which had a significant heterozygote deficit.
Because this study was limited by the number of populations screened, the genetic diversity parameters for each population and the HW disequilibrium at KTm286 in the wild samples might be explained by data from additional populations, which would provide more precise estimates for the genetic characterization of the MS loci. Thus, our results should be interpreted with caution. A timely, systematic study is required to assess wild population genetic resources and the influence of aquaculture on the genetic structure of this species.
The allele frequencies of the 20 microsatellites in the wild and hatchery samples are listed in Figure 1 . A homology search using the program BLAST showed that none of the 20 sequences were similar to any GenBank sequence. Rare alleles with a frequency <5% were detected at most loci. Examination of linkage disequilibrium for all pairs of loci using a likelihood-ratio test by ARLEQUIN version 3.0 [15] revealed that all the six microsatellite loci were in linkage equilibrium (P > 0.003). The global multilocus F ST values differed significantly between the hatchery and wild populations. It was estimated to be 0.005 (P < 0.01). When locus KTm271 was excluded, the global multilocus F ST was estimated to be 0.006 (P < 0.01). The wild and hatchery populations had minor, but significantly different, global multilocus F ST values. The significant F ST estimates indicate genetic differentiation between the populations, probably as a result of reduced genetic variation. In Geoje, Korea, the black scraper progeny produced for stock abundance recovery was different in genetic composition, although no significant reduction was found in the mean heterozygosity or diversity compared with the wild population (P > 0.05; Table 2 ). The genetic variability was lower in the hatchery population than in the wild population, which can be attributed to a low effective number of founding individuals in the hatchery population, with the effects of artificial selection on hatchery progeny. Several studies have reported a loss of genetic variation at MS loci in hatchery populations and a reduced fitness in hatchery-bred individuals when exposed to natural environments [16, 17] . Reduced genetic variation can decrease aquaculture performance, because this is a source of variation for important traits, such as growth rate and disease resistance [18, 19] . Moreover, allele loss is more important than a change in allele frequency, as the latter can be changed again by random drift, whereas lost alleles cannot be recovered. To manage commercial breeding programs properly, genetic structure and diversity must be monitored, in addition to biological, ecological, and fishery factors.
Cross-Species Amplification
Additionally, cross-species amplification of primers was screened in another monacanthid species, Stephanolepis cirrhifer. 12 of the primer pairs effectively amplified, showing consistent polymorphisms. The number of alleles per locus ranged from four to eight. The characteristics of these 12 primer sets are presented in Table 3 . Table 3 . Cross-species amplification of Stephanolepis cirrhifer using Thamnaconus modestus microsatellite primers. Cross-species amplification is effective only if primer sequences are conserved between species. The monacanthids studied in this experiment are the most important filefish fishery resources in Korea. In this study, 12 pairs of primers amplified in S. cirrhifer and the number of alleles obtained for each locus in S. cirrhifer differed from those of T. modestus. Generally, the number of amplified loci tends to decrease in proportion to increasing divergence between species [20, 21] .
Experimental Section
Library Construction and Sequencing
To construct a genomic DNA library, the TNES-urea buffer method [22] was used to isolate high-molecular-weight DNA (20 μg) from fin tissue of an individual black scraper from Geoje, Korea.
A partial genomic library, enriched for CA repeats, was constructed using a modified enrichment procedure with pre-hybridization polymerase chain reaction (PCR) amplification, as described previously [5] . The extracted DNA was digested with the restriction enzymes AluI, RsaI, NheI, and HhaI (New England Biolabs, USA). Then, 300-to 800-bp-long DNA fragments were isolated and purified using a QIAquick Gel Extraction Kit (QIAGEN, Germany). The selected fragments were ligated to an adaptor (SNX/SNX rev linker sequences) and the linker-ligated DNA was amplified using SNX as a linker-specific primer for PCR. For enrichment, the DNA was denatured and the biotin-labeled repeat sequences (CA) 12 GCTTGA [23] were hybridized to the PCR products. The hybridization complex was removed using streptavidin-coated magnetic spheres (Promega, USA). After the complex was washed, the bound, enriched DNA was eluted from the magnetic spheres and re-amplified with an adaptor sequence primer. PCR products were then purified using the QIAquick PCR Purification Kit (QIAGEN, Germany).
The purified PCR products were digested with NheI, cloned using an XbaI-digested pUC18 vector (Pharmacia, USA), and transformed into Escherichia coli DH5 competent cells. White colonies were screened for a repeat insert using PCR with the universal M13 primer and non-biotin-labeled dinucleotide primers. PCR products were examined on 2% agarose gels and inserts producing two or more bands were considered to contain an MS locus. Positive clones were cultured and purified. Plasmids from the insert-containing colonies were recovered using the QIAprep Spin Miniprep Kit (QIAGEN, Germany) and sequenced using the BigDye Terminator Cycle Sequencing Ready Reaction Kit (ver. 3.1; Applied Biosystems, USA) and an automated sequencer (ABI Prism 310 Genetic Analyzer; Applied Biosystems).
Primer Design and Genotyping
Primers were designed based on sequences flanking the MS motifs using the OLIGO software package (ver. 5.0; National Biosciences, USA). Newly designed PCR primer pairs were tested to optimize the annealing temperatures; a gradient PCR with a 50-60 C range was performed on a sample set from eight black scrapers captured from Geoje, Korea. The PCR amplification was performed using a PTC 200 DNA Engine (MJ Research, USA) in a 10-µL reaction containing 0.25 U of Ex Taq DNA polymerase (TaKaRa Biomedical, Japan), 1 × PCR buffer, 0.2 mM dNTP mix, 100 ng of template DNA, and 10 pmol of each primer, where the forward primer from each pair was 5'-end-labeled with 6-FAM, NED, and HEX dyes (Applied Biosystems). The PCR reaction ran for 11 min at 95 C, followed by 35 cycles of 1 min at 94 C, 1 min at the annealing temperature (Table 1) , and 1 min at 72 C, with a 5-min final extension at 72 C. Microsatellite polymorphisms were screened using an ABI PRISM 3100 Automated DNA Sequencer (Applied Biosystems) and alleles were designated by PCR product size relative to a molecular size marker (GENESCAN 400 HD [ROX], Applied Biosystems). Fluorescent DNA fragments were analyzed using the GENESCAN (ver. 3.7) and GENOTYPER (ver. 3.7) software packages (PE Applied Biosystems).
Sample Comparisons
In December 2008, 60 black scrapers were captured off the coast of Geoje, Korea. In May 2008, 30 farmed samples were obtained from a hatchery-reared population used as broodstock for artificial
